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[image: image1.png]



The picture above is a deer head sporting a DCFD cap, an earring, a blunt in its mouth, and a huge metallic dollar-sign necklace that is bolted into the wall of our local firehouse, Engine 30, at 49th and Central Avenue, NE, in a most obscene reminder of the racist atmosphere that our brothers and sisters, African-American firefighters, must endure each day when they go to work.  When members of the public come into the firehouse, the “decorations” are removed but replaced once the visitors are gone.  

The deer head was bolted to the wall and “decorated”, as part of a pattern of intimidation and exploitation that has included: sex scandals; black firefighters being attacked, hit by plates thrown at their heads by officers, with injuries serious enough to send them to the hospital; firefighters who refused to cooperate with covering-up the attacks are now threatened with termination; subjected to random drug screening with tampered results; medical discrimination; and being victimized by officers violating their own established rules and guidelines.  

This atmosphere was created by our former and present Mayors, who could not recognize competence in a black face; who ignored the history and present atmosphere that exists in this country, who 

ignorantly relaxed their vigilance and abdicated their responsibility to protect us, the citizens, from well-established dangers of racism, discrimination and white privilege.  Most, if not all, of our major agencies are run by people who are not African-American.

Mayor Fenty has abandoned our black firefighters and left them vulnerable, going into dangerous situations.  

This is NOT an indictment of white people – it is only an indictment of racists, who have ignorance as the only basis for their existence!

This tiny bunch of rotten eggs is a scourge on good people who look like them.  They have corrupted and poisoned the cadet system that enabled our ambitious local men and women to gain entry into the fire department, in favor of.recruits who are their relatives and other whites from West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia.

The community wants to know WHY did Sgt. R. Lehan (white) and Battalion Fire Chief McClafferty (white) try to cover up (white) Lt. Crowe’s unprovoked attack on firefighters Brown (black) and Ashelford (white) hitting them in the head with plates??  WHY is Sgt. R. Lehan being allowed to keep working and fomenting a hostile work environment while suspending and putting black firefighters on administrative leave for false infractions?  WHY have they not been disciplined and removed from their positions to continue to abuse their authority by trying to terminate witnesses?  WHAT ever happened in the case of the alleged prostitution ring at Engine 27?  WHY is Sgt. R. Lehan being allowed to retaliate and harass our brave black firefighters, stress them out without recourse?  WHY do our black firefighters have to put up with racist jokes at work like “What was missing from the Million Man March?  An auctioneer!”  Our brothers and sisters don’t deserve being subjected to obscene language and verbal abuse from their white officers.  WHY have our city officials not responded to help those who put their lives on the line for us each day at work?

We remember Emmett Till!!  In the name of Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Medger Evers, JFK, and John Brown, we call on all righteous-thinking citizens, BLACK AND WHITE to stand with us!!

Our community deserves better!!  Our city demands more!!  We demand respect for our black brother and sister firefighters!!  

The E.R.A.S.E. (End Racism And Stop Exploitation) Committee

For more information:  erase-racism@hotmail.com
	The Buck Stops Here

Da Heights Zoo

(This sign is mounted below the deer head in the picture.)


[image: image2.png]



The picture above is a deer head sporting a DCFD cap, an earring, a blunt in its mouth, and a huge metallic dollar-sign necklace that is bolted into the wall of our local firehouse, Engine 30, at 49th and Central Avenue, NE, in a most obscene reminder of the racist atmosphere that our brothers and sisters, African- American firefighters, must endure each day when they go to work.  When members of the public come into the firehouse, the “decorations” are removed but replaced once the visitors are gone.  

The deer head was bolted to the wall and “decorated”, as part of a pattern of intimidation and exploitation that has included: sex scandals; black firefighters being attacked, hit by plates thrown at their heads by officers, with injuries serious enough to send them to the hospital; firefighters who refused to cooperate with covering-up the attacks are now threatened with termination; subjected to random drug screening with tampered results; medical discrimination; and being victimized by officers violating their own established rules and guidelines.

This atmosphere was created by our former and present Mayors, who could not recognize competence in a black face; who ignored the history and present atmosphere that exists in this country, who ignorantly relaxed their vigilance and abdicated their responsibility to protect us, the citizens, from well-established dangers of racism, discrimination and white privilege.  Most, if not all, of our major agencies are run by people who are not African-American.
Mayor Fenty has abandoned our black firefighters and left them vulnerable, going into dangerous situations.  

This is NOT an indictment of white people – it is only an indictment of racists, who have ignorance as the only basis for their existence!

This tiny bunch of rotten eggs is a scourge on good people who look like them.  They have corrupted and poisoned the cadet system that enabled our ambitious local men and women to gain entry into the fire department, in favor of.recruits who are their relatives and other whites from West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia..

The community wants to know WHY did Sgt. R. Lehan (white) and Battalion Fire Chief McClafferty (white) try to cover up (white) Lt. Crowe’s unprovoked attack on firefighters Brown (black) and Ashelford (white) by hitting them in the head with plates??  WHY is Sgt. R. Lehan being allowed to keep working and fomenting a hostile work environment while suspending and putting black firefighters on administrative leave for false infractions?  WHY have they not been disciplined and removed from their positions to continue to abuse their authority by trying to terminate witnesses?  WHAT ever happened in the case of the alleged prostitution ring at Engine 27?  WHY is Sgt. R. Lehan being allowed to retaliate and harass our brave black firefighters, stress them out without recourse?  WHY do our black firefighters have to put up with racist jokes at work like “What was missing from the Million Man March?  An auctioneer!” Our brothers and sisters don’t deserve being subjected to obscene language and verbal abuse from their white officers.   WHY have our city officials not responded to help those who put their lives on the line for us each day at work?

We remember Emmett Till!!  In the name of Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Medger Evers, JFK, and John Brown, we call on all righteous-thinking citizens, BLACK AND WHITE, to stand with us!!

Our community deserves better!!  Our city demands more!!  We demand respect for our black brother and sister firefighters!  
The E.R.A.S.E. (End Racism And Stop Exploitation) Committee

For more information:  erase-racism@hotmail








